THE ETHICAL SYSTEM OF SPENCEB.

have seen that one of the fundamental doctrines of the
Synthetic Philosophy is, that all things are gradually
tending towards equilibrium; and as this must hold
true in the super-organic no less than in the organic
world, it results that the gradual adaptation of the na-
tures of men to their environment cannot cease until
between natures and environment there is a perfect
balance or equilibrium. From the very commencement
of social life down to the present time such tendency
towards adjustment has been slowly going on, and it
is going on still, moulding the characters of men and
women everywhere into more and more complete har-
mony with the sum-total of the conditions under which
they live. "What will be the ultimate consequence?
" The adaptation of man's nature," writes Mr. Spencer,
" to the conditions of his existence cannot cease until
the internal forces which we know as feelings are in
equilibrium with the external forces they encounter.
And the establishment of this equilibrium is the arrival
at a state of human nature and social organization such
that the individual has no desires but those which may
be satisfied without exceeding his proper sphere of ac-
tion, while society maintains no restraints but those
which the individual voluntarily respects. The progress-
ive extension of the liberty of citizens, and the recip-
rocal removal of political restrictions, are the steps by
which we advance towards this state. And the ultimate
abolition of all limits to the freedom of each, save those
imposed by the like freedom of all, must result fromurthered by the knowledge then thin ttu'tuw, if
